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Farm Family Resource 
Initiative (FFRI)



Senator Scott Bennett
Successfully secured 
funding for the initiative in 
the last 4 legislative 
sessions.



FFRI Pilot 
Counties

 Morgan
 Sangamon
 Macoupin
 Christian
 Logan
 Macon



FFRI Expansion
July 1, 2021:
Increase in state appropriation to 
expand to southern 66 counties

September 1, 2021:
USDA funding secured through 
Illinois Department of Agriculture
102 counties



FFRI
Seeks to improve the health and well-being of Illinois farm owners and 
families by:
Identifying farm family needs, including mental health needs
Compiling a list of available resources for farm families
Creating new resources for farm families
Developing a network of partners, both professional and otherwise to 

respond to farm family needs



FFRI Advisory Council
Advisory Council made up of Agriculture industry professionals 
from throughout the state meet monthly to:
⇒Provide guidance 
⇒Provide support
⇒Make recommendations
⇒Carryout efforts 



FFRI Website
 http://www.siumed.org/farm
 Recorded webinars
 Resources – state and national
 Blogs

http://www.siumed.org/farm


Farm helpline
CALL OR TEXT
1-833-FARMSOS
(833-327-6767)

EMAIL
FarmFamilyResourceHelpline@mhsil.com



Telecounseling
Follow up counseling 
sessions for callers who 
need additional support. 

Up to 6 counseling sessions with SIU 
School of Medicine counselors

Individual | Group | Couple

Provided at no cost. Paid for by grant.



Wallet Cards



FFRI Ag industry 
professional 
development
 ADM
 Farm Credit Illinois
 Others



Nurse
Scholar
Program
Partnership with
Farm Credit Illinois
AgriSafe



The Nurse Scholar program continues to 
underscore the importance of  understanding and 
assessing the total spectrum of health and safety 
in an agricultural environment. 

Nurse Scholar:
• provides 20 hours of continuing nursing education 

supported by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center and the University of Louisiana-Lafayette

• is offered completely online/on-demand.
• Upon completion, a digital badge recognizing 

professional excellence is presented.
• addresses health and safety issues that are unique 

to agricultural workers and their families
• Invited guest faculty that represents a wide range 

of safety and health expertise across the country.



Online modules



Lynn Weis, Community Health  
Worker
lweis52@siumed.edu
618.713.9139

Available in all 102 counties 

mailto:lweis52@siumed.edu


• Provides adults with tools and training to identify, 
understand and respond to stress, substance use 
and mental health challenges of youth age 12-18

• Offers practice in intervention strategies with real life 
situations 

• Gain knowledge of resources available for 
those in need 

Curriculum developed by National Council for Mental Health 

Youth Mental Health First Aid



Who should know 
Mental Health 

First Aid  

Parents
Teachers School Staff
Coaches Faith Leaders

Law Enforcement
Community/ Youth Center Staff  

Youth Group Leaders
First Responders



FFRI
What could you do?

Wallet stand 
with cards

Hand out 
materials at 

events

Ad/article in 
local paper

Fair time



FFRI
What could you do?

Annual 
meeting

Board 
meetings

Materials at 
rural clinics

Other

Guest blog/article
Digital ads
Video 



Contact:
Karen Leavitt Stallman
Center for Rural Health and 
Social Service Development
kstallman88@siumed.edu
618.713.0759
Siumed.org/farm

mailto:kstallman88@siumed.edu

	Slide Number 1
	��
	��Farm Family Resource Initiative (FFRI)
	Senator Scott Bennett
	����FFRI Pilot Counties
	FFRI Expansion
	FFRI
	FFRI Advisory Council
	��FFRI Website
	��Farm helpline
	��Telecounseling
	Wallet Cards
	��FFRI Ag industry professional development
	��Nurse�Scholar�Program
	Slide Number 15
	Online modules
	Slide Number 17
	Youth Mental Health First Aid
	���Who should know Mental Health First Aid  
	FFRI
	FFRI
	Contact:

